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| '1 | (3 ) 
_ His Majeſties 
| | GRACIOUS 


SPEECH 


: To boi Kouſes of 
On YFedneſaay the 13thof Ofober, 1675. | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


| TT | G ST Y Meet y0u Now with a more then V wal 
d | N= X = PS D) concern for the Event of this A224 
] SS PATRELED Wl 47d 1 know it is but what. may reaſ0- 
[WP] zably be expefted from that Care 1 owe 
WE 70 the preſervation of the Government, 
SpA \1Q LS 7 be canes of the lai Prorogation, as 1 
Ly (nt fs i ES for My part do not deſire to Tememe 
NS 9) \ " "a ver, ſo 1 hope 18 man elſewill, unleſf it 
UDC. =2— Fu 'er, 5 | 
V be to learn. from thence, how to avoid 
SSI || the like occaſions for the future, And 
JSP 1 pray conſider. how fatal the conſt 
=P quences may be, and how little benefit 54 
Lhe to redound te the People by it; 


| | However, if any thing of that kind 
Jhall ariſe , 1 deſire you would deferre thoſe debates , till you havebroughs 
ſach publick Bills to perfefHion 8 may conduce 10thegoodand ſafe ty ofthe 
Kingdom, - And. particularly 1 recommend to ou, whatever mayiend tothe 
: Security of the Proteſtant Religion as it is now eftabliſhedin the Church of 
England. 5 j-] 4 

| 7 muſt likewiſe deſire your a ſiiftance in ſome Supplies, as welltotakeg 
the Amticipations which are upon my Revenue, as for the building of Ships ; 
. and though the War has been the great cauſe of theſe Anticipations, yet 1 find 
by alate Account Ihave takenof My Expences#hat 1 havenot been altogether 
ſo good an husband, as 1 might have been, and 4s 7 reſolve tobe forthe 
future: Although at (jos time I have had the [atisfationto find, that 
I have been far from ſuch an extravagancy.in My own Expence, as ſome 
world havethe Y Vorld believe, I am not ignorant, that there are many who 
would prevent the kindneſs of My Parliament to Me at this time zbut 1 as well 
know that your affetions have never failed me: ; And you may remembey,_it 
#* now above Three years fincel have asked you any thing for My Ownuſe: - 


The reſt Ireferto my Lord Keeper, 


A: THE 


(4) 
THE 


Lord Keepers 


My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and ; 
' Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 


=P He Caſes. of this preſent Afembly , 'and the Rea- 
> ſons which have mov'd His Majeſty ro com- 
”> mand your Attendance upon Him at this Time, 
are of the Higheſt Imporranee. 

The King refolvesto enter into Terms of ftriceft 
SCC 2 Correſpondence and Endearment with His Parliament, 
To take your Counſel in His moſt Weighty Aﬀeairs , To impart all 
His Cares to you , Toacquaint you with all His Wants and Neceſ. 


yernment. 
And having made allthefe Advances towards you, He doubes not. but 
you will behave your ſees like thoſe that Deſerve to be calledthe Kings 
Fricnds , and chat you will put Him at Eafetoo” 

There is no cauſe why any Fears of Religion or Liberty ſhould di- 
Vet you. .. | | 

| For, His Majeſty hath ſo often recommended to you the Conſiderati- 

dn$of Religion, ſo very often defir'd you to alciſt Him in His Care and 
Protection of it , That the Defender of the Faith is becomethe Advocar 
forit too, and hath left all thoſe without Excuſe who ſtill remain undex 
any kind of Donbrs or Fears. PIs 
_ -Apain, the Care of your Civil Rights and Liberties hath been ſo 
much His Majeſties , that the more you refleQ upon theſe GConceras, 
the more you will find your ſelves ablig'd to acknowledge His Majcltics 
Tenderncls of you , and fndulgence to you. 

Search your own Annals, the Annals of thoſe times you account moſt 
Happy , you will ſearce find one Year without an Example of ſomerhi 
"oct hy , and moteExtraotdinary , than a whole Reign hath yer 

wood. 3 | 

Pernte the Hiſtories of jhar 4 Nations, and you hal find, Statues, 
and Aftars roo have been Ercted rv the Memories of thoſe Princes, 


whoſe Beſt Vertues never atriy'd to half that Moderation , which We 

Live to Secand to Enjoy.” | 
No King did ever meet a Parliament with Juſter:cauſe of Confidence 

Mtheir AﬀeRions. 


And 


_ rable, as it ought to be. 


a 


_— | 
And therefore His Majcſty will not ſuffer HimſelFro Doubt, bat relics 
firmly upon it thar you will never forſake Him , when 'He is underany 
kind of Difficulties. Hcdothaſſure Himſelf that you will now think fir 
ro provide for His Honour and your own Safety , by helping Him to-pay 
ſome part of His Debrs, and to make His Navy as Great and as Conſide- 
For the Greatneſs of a King -is the Greatneſs and the Safery of Bis 
People, The Springs and Rivers which pay Tribute to the Ocean , do 
not leſſen but preſerve themſelves by that contriburion. - | 
It is impoſzible that thoſe AﬀeRions which Piety and Alleageance. firſt 
planted, which Perſecution could not abate,which the Gracious influences 
of His Majeſties happy Government havehitherto encreaſed, ſhould now 
appear to Wither andDecay. | 
Bur then the beſt Indication of the Heart is by the Hand, And be- 
cauſe it is of infinite moment to the Kings affairs that there ſhould be a 
chearful Concurrence to His Supply, Therefore let Handand Heart both 
joynrogether inthe Oblation, for that will make it a Sacrifice well-plea- 
ſing indeed. £5: 3-v 
My Lords and Gentlemen, .; TY 
The Happineſs of this preſent Age, and the Fate and-Portune of- the 
next too, 1s very much in your Hands and at this Time, All thatyou 
would deſire to ſettle and improve, Allthatyou would wiſh to ſecure and 
tranſmit to your Poſterities , may now beaccompliſhed. 
- Would you raiſethe due Eſtimation and Reverence of the Churck of 
Englandto irs juſt Height £ Would you provide for the Safery and E- 
ſtabliſhmentr of it £ | | | £ 
' Dothere want any Laws toſecurethe Peace and Quiet of the State ? 
Would you at oaceenrich and adorn this Kingdom, by providing for 
the Extent and Improvement of Trade, by introducing new ard uſeful 
ManufaQures, andby encourapeing thoſe we have alrcady £ 


d/ 


Would you prevent all Frauds and Perjuries , all Delayes and Abuſes | 


ig the Adminiſtration of Juſtice £ 

Would you preſerve a famous City from being Depopulated by the 
Suburbs, Would you Reſtrain the Exceſs of thoſe New Buildings which 
begin ro Swarm with Inhabitants unknown ? | 

All your Petitions of this Kind will be Grateful to the King, and you 
may” with caſe effe& all this and much mote which your Great wiſdoms 
will ſuggeſt to you. A little Time will ſerve to make many Excellent 
Laws, and to give you the Bonour of being the Repairers of all our 
Breaches, Soasthat Time be wholly employ'd upon the Publique, atid 


not taken up by ſuch Confiderations as are leſs Meritorious. 


If therefore there be any without Doors, that Labour to diſunite 
your Counſcls, ortorender them ineffeQual , Iſthey can hope that the 
Occafions for this may ariſe from ſome Differences within your ſelves, 
or hope by thoſe Differences to Diſguiſe their own diſaffeRions to your 
good proceedings z Tis in your Power to defeatthoſe Hopes, to pull 
off this Diſguiſe, andto ſecure a happy Conclufion of this meeting, by 
Studying to preſerve a good Correſpondence, and by a Careful ayoid- 
ing of all ſuch Queſtions as arcapt to engender Strife. | 

And if ever there werea Time, whenthe Gravity and the Counſel, the 
Wiſdorn, andthe good Temperof a Parliament, were neceſſary to ſup- 
port that Government which only can Support theſe Aſſemblies, certain= 
ly thisis the Hour. Dy You 


i 


Iy- 
| 
|. 
| 
| 


(6) 
' You' ſee with what. Zeal the King hath recommended-toyoua good 


. Agreement hettcen your Selves, and that He doth it with all thecare 


and compaſſion, all the 'earneſtneſs and: importunity, fit forſo Greata 


Prince to expreſs, who would-be very ſorry that any ſuch misfortune as 


your Diſagreement. ſhould, either Deprive. Him of your. Adviceand 
Afliſtance , or His People of thoſe good Laws which He is ready to 


-Grant you, ' ': 


'; There.is no.other way Our Enemies. can think of, by which *tis 
poſſible for this Seſſions -to miſcarry,,, For Fears.and Jealouſiescannor 


eriter here ,- Calumnies and Slanders will. find no place amongſt Wiſe and 
Good men. ;_ 


-  They.thatuſe theſe Arts abroad, will quickly bediſcredited ; when the 
World ſballſee the Generous effe&s of your confidence.. Men will De. 


ſpair of Attempting any- Diſturbance inthe State., when they ſee Every 


Stepthattends that way , ſerves only to give you freſh Occaſions toteſtify 
your Loyalty and your Zeal. CE FiOS» | prone 
-. . Youhaveallthe Reaſon inthe World to make men ſeethis, For you 
have the ſame Monarchy to aſſert, the ſame Church to defend , the fame 
Intereſts of Nobility and Gentry to maintain, the ſame Excellent King to 
contend for, and the ſame Enemies to contend againſt, 


And now My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Since the whole Sefton | of Parliament 1s in the Judgementand Cone 
ſtruction of our Law but as one Day, Let us all endeavour thar the. miorn- 
ing of it, the firſt Entrance upon it, may be with ſuch fair and ſuch Au< 
ſpicious Circumſtancesas. may give the whole Kingdom anaſſuranceof 


ABrightand Cheerful Day. : ; 


 Letno ill Humors gather into Cloudstodarken or obſcure it, for this 
Day is a Critical Day , and-more depends upon that Judgement of our 
Aﬀeairs which will be made by it, then can cafily beimagin'd. '-.. / 


of 


| It imports us therefore totake carethat nopart ofthis Time beloſt, Let 


every precious Minute of this Day beſpent in receiving; ſuch As of 


Grace and Goodneſs as are ready to flew from the King,iand in- making 


ſuch Retributions for them as may become the Grateful Hearts ofthe 
Beſt of SubjeRs, tothe Beſt of Kings, | 


- 


So ſhall this Day. become, a Day of diſappointment and diſcomfortto 


our Enemies, But to us and all good men a Glorious Day, a Day of 


Triumph and Deliverance, a Memorable and a Joyful Day tothis preſent 
and toall future Generations, f | arte nt and. 


